
*** New course offering or new faculty member. 

RELS 1200-UOL: World Religions                                                                            
Online/Ashley Bryan                                                                                                                                      
A study of the historical origins, central teachings, and devotional practices of the 

major religious traditions alongside those of smaller and newer religious movements.  
- Cultural or Historical Analysis  

 

 

*** RELS 2000-001: Religion and Culture in Polynesia 
and Oceania  
MW 2:00-3:15/Ashley Bryan 
Religious beliefs and cultural practices found throughout Polynesia and Oce-
ania will be the focus of this course. Films, current events, and historical ac-
counts will all be utilized to comprehensively study this utterly fascinating 
and underappreciated region of the world. .– Cultural or Historical Analysis                                                  

                                                                                                                                              
RELS 2000-002: Chinese Religions                                                                                                
TR 12:30-1:45/Janna Shedd                                                                                                       
An introduction to China's religious traditions from ancient oracle bone divina-

tion practices to the modern day cult of Mao and the rapid growth of Christiani-

ty. This course will explore the cultural and historical developments of many 

interconnected topics, including ancestral veneration, Chinese Buddhist 

schools, Daoism (Taoism), folk traditions, health practices, and popular devo-

tion to China's many gods and immortals. - Cultural Analysis  

*** RELS 2000-003: Islam in America 
MW 2:00-3:15/William Sherman                                                                                                                           

(Cross-Listed with HIST 2002)                                                                                                                            

This introductory course explores the history of Islam in North America 

with special emphasis on the diverse experiences of Muslims in the United 

States. Muslims have been critical participants in the construction of Amer-

ican identity from the 16th century when enslaved Muslims were forcibly 

brought to Colonial America. We will move chronologically in our study, 

exploring diverse topics such as: Islam among enslaved, immigrant, and 

refugee communities; Malcolm X and the Nation of Islam; Sufi punk rock 

and Five Percenter hip-hop and rap;  women prayer leaders; Islamophobia 

and contemporary American politics. Throughout our course, we will bear in mind three guiding questions: 

how do racial, religious, and national identities converge and overlap for Muslims in America? How have Mus-

lims in America variously understood and imagined “authority” and “authenticity”? And how have the practices 

and ideas of Muslims in America resonated across the globe?  - Historical or Textual Analysis  

 

*** RELS 2000-004: Creationism, the Bible, and Human   

Origins                                                                                                   
MW 9:30-10:45/Joanne Robinson & Jon Marks                                        
(Cross-Listed with ANTH 2090)                                                                                        

Creation stories help us to understand our place in the universe, and evolution is our 

scientific origin story.  In this course we explore the recurrent rejection of human evo-

lution in favor of Biblical literalism over the last century and a half.  Various versions 

of creationism will be presented, including natural theology, young-earth creationism, 

old-earth creationism, intelligent design, and non-Christian origin narratives.  We will 

discuss various interpretations of Genesis and of evolution, what constitutes science, 

what constitutes religion, and their contested zones of overlap.                                                

- Cultural or Historical Analysis 
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RELS 2000-005: The “Lost 

Scriptures” of Early            

Christianity                                                                    
MW 11:00-12:15/David Clausen                                                           
Burned! Buried! Banished! That’s what 

happened to many early Christian gospels, 

acts, letters, and apocalypses that did not 

meet the theological requirements of the 

orthodox Church when the 27 books of the New Testament were select-

ed. Why were these other books condemned? Did they reflect alternate 

forms of Christianity that the orthodox fathers rejected as heretical? In 

many cases, yes. This course explores many of those documents, a num-

ber of them until recently lost, and the “Christianities” that they reflect. 

- Historical or Textual Analysis          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

RELS 2000-006: Life in the Middle Ages                          
TR 12:30-1:45/Hugh Goforth                                                       

(Cross-Listed with  HIST 2001)                                                                      

What was life like in the Middle Ages?  This course will consider major 

social and cultural themes of Europe from late Antiquity through the 

Middle Ages to try to understand what life was like in Medieval Europe 

for the noble and not so noble.  Starting with the history of its leaders, 

this course will use the scholarship of everyday life to deduce the expe-

rience of ordinary men, women, and children.  Some of the major 

themes we will explore are: mythologies and religious practices; war-

fare; knighthood, chivalry, and courtly love; feudalism and manorial-

ism; and life in the Medieval city.                                                                        

- Cultural or Historical Analysis  

 

 

RELS 2102-001: Introduction 

to Asian Religions                       
TR 2:00-3:15/Janna Shedd                                                               
An introduction to Hinduism, Buddhism, 

and Daoism. Emphasis on the myths, sto-

ries, symbols, rituals, ideas, and ethical 

practices of these religions in their classi-

cal formulations and in their contemporary 

practices.                                                                                                            

- Cultural or Textual Analysis 

 

RELS 2104-UOL: Hebrew Scripture/Old           

Testament                                                                      
Online/Barbara Thiede                                                                    
There is no such thing as "The Bible."  But there is a fascinating story 

behind the creation of biblical literature.  In this class, you will learn 

why you are visiting a library (rather 

than reading a book).  We will look at 

the linguistic, historical, and archeologi-

cal evidence that helps scholars under-

stand who wrote biblical literature and 

why.  We will learn about the Ancient 

Israelites to help us understand the texts 

they produced.  This course will not be a 

survey of the Hebrew Bible, but it will 

teach students how to approach, analyze, 

and understand its texts in academic 

terms.                                                               

- Historical or Textual Analysis                                                                                        

RELS 2105-001: New Testament and Christian  

Origins                                                                                   
MW 9:30-10:45/David Clausen                                                                                         
Why are the first three gospels so 

similar, even to the point of some-

times using the exact same wording? 

Why do the four gospels differ regard-

ing certain details such as whether 

Jesus baptized, what he said at the 

Last Supper, or on what day he was 

crucified? What is the mysterious Q 

gospel? What happened to the followers of Jesus after his crucifixion? 

We’ll explore these and many other questions regarding the origins of 

one of the world’s great religions.                                                                     

- Historical or Textual Analysis  

 

RELS 2110-001: Judaism                                                  
TR 9:30-10:45/Barbara Thiede                                                        
Jews have defined and redefined what it means to be Jewish for thou-

sands of years. In this course, we will explore the history of the Jewish 

people in (mostly) European and 

American contexts, learning how 

they experienced the world as a tiny 

and vulnerable nation, minority com-

munities, and as the threatened (and 

threatening) “other.”  Our sources 

will include academic texts, docu-

mentary films, video lectures and 

films, and primary sources that will 

range from biblical texts to Talmudic 

ones, from first-person documentary accounts to journalists’ opinion 

pieces, and more.                                                                                                  

- Cultural or Historical Analysis  
 

RELS 2131-001: Islam: An   

Introduction to Islam and the 

History of Muslim Societies                                 
TR 9:30-10:45/Kathryn Johnson      
(Cross-Listed with HIST 2215)                                                   

An introduction to the practices and doc-

trines shared by the world’s 1.6 billion 

Muslims and the history of Muslim socie-

ties.                                                              

- Historical or Textual Analysis  

 

 

 

RELS 2216-001: The Modern Middle East                                         
TR 12:30-1:45/Ella Fratantuono                                                 
(Cross-Listed with HIST 2216)                                                                

An introduction to the history of this important and dynamic region. 

Focuses on the issues that have defined the Middle East in the recent 

past and provides students with the historical context needed to under-

stand the region, its peoples, and its conflicts in greater depth. Meets non

-Western requirement.                                                                                        

- Cultural or Historical Analysis  

 



*** RELS 2600-001: Orientation to the Study of       

Religion                                                                       
Wednesday 3:30-6:15/Alex Kaloyanides                                   
This writing intensive course is required of all majors as early in their 

program as possible. Orientation to the Study of Religion examines the 

animating theoretical and methodological questions in the academic 

study of religion. We will consider the emergence and history of the 

field as well as prominent themes such as myth, experience, ritual, and 

materiality. This course pays close attention to the particular research, 

reading, and writing practices that shape the field.  

 

RELS 3000-001: India, Bollywood, and Religion  
MW 12:30-1:45/Ashley Bryan                                                            

(Cross-Listed with FILM 3051) 
This course will examine how 

“Bollywood” – the world’s largest 

cinema industry – portrays and re-

veals key aspects of religious tradi-

tions found on the Indian subconti-

nent. Religious experiences and per-

spectives with regards to communalism, caste politics, gender con-

structs, and family structures are just some of the topics that will be 

analyzed. Knowledge of any South Asian language is not required as all 

films will have English subtitles.  - Cultural or Historical Analysis  
 

 

RELS 3000-002: The End of the World as We 

Know It 
TR 9:30-10:45/James Tabor     
(Cross-Listed with HIST 3003)                                                         

A historical examination of the 

idea of the “end of the world” as it 

developed within forms of ancient 

Judaism and earliest Christianity 

and has continued to manifest itself 

in modern times among both Christian and Jewish groups, par-

ticularly in the West. The course will focus in particular on how 

the Bible has been used and interpreted prophetically to chart the 

future, what happens when prophetic expectations fail, and how 

do individuals and apocalyptic groups deal with such disappoint-

ments. The social psychology of living in the “end times” is a 

key component of the course, particularly how gender roles and 

ethnicity are transformed and centers of power are undermined 

and redefined.  - Historical or Textual Analysis 

 

*** RELS 3000-004: Buddhism & Modernity                                   
MW 11:00-12:15/Alex Kaloyanides                                                   

Is Buddhism a science of the mind? An ancient 

mystical path? A modern construct? This course 

will evaluate a variety of answers to these ques-

tions by exploring how Buddhism has been pre-

sented in the modern era. Our texts range from 

Victorian poetry to early 20th-century Zen essays 

to ‘50s Beat fiction to contemporary films and 

mindfulness meditation instructions. We will 

examine how these works shape Buddhism, con-

sider their pre-modern influences, and turn to 

recent scholarship to discuss how romantic, Ori-

entalist, nationalist, counter-cultural, and scientific frames depict one of 

today’s most popular religions.                                                                       

- Cultural or Textual Analysis  
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RELS 3000-005:  Iran: From the Revolution to the 

21st Century                                                                                                  
TR 12:30-1:45/Kathryn Johnson                                                      
(Cross-Listed with HIST 3002)                                                                

An examination of the history of Iran since the 1979 Revolution. Sub-

jects explored include Khomeini’s theory of government of the juriscon-

sult (velayet-e faqih), the impact of the conflict between pragmatists and 

hardliners on Iranian society, and Iran’s expanding role in the Middle 

East. - Cultural or Historical Analysis  

 

RELS 3000-006: Magic in Judaism                                                  
TR 2:00-3:15/Barbara Thiede                                                        
We begin this class with a Gordion 

knot:  What is, in fact, the difference 

between “religion” and “magic”?  After 

exploring a scholarly lack of consensus 

on this question, we’ll study the textual 

traditions and practice of religion and 

magic among the ancient Israelites, mov-

ing on to look at the magic to be found in 

Late Antiquity and the Middle Ag-

es.  Where do astrology, necromancy, adjuration, and incantation 

(among other things) fit in to the practice of Judaism(s) in history?  In 

the end, what kinds of distinctions can possibly remain between the prac-

tice of religion and magic?  - Historical or Textual Analysis                            

 

RELS 3000-007: God and Sex in Hebrew                    

Scriptures/Old Testament                                                                                               
TR 11:00-12:15/Barbara Thiede                                                     
Discussion of sexual boundaries, narratives of 

sexual abuse and sexual violence, tales of an 

apparent erotic eden – it’s all to be found in the 

Old Testament/Hebrew Bible. This course will 

discuss sexuality and gender in biblical literature 

and culture.  Our topics will include God’s own 

sexual relationships to prohibited, apparently 

prohibited and permitted sexual relationships 

among humans. We’ll look at texts of terror and 

texts of amatory idylls.  Our sources will include 

primary texts, midrashic discussions on the same, and academic com-

mentaries. - Textual Analysis  

RELS 3000-008: Religion and the Constitution 
MW 11:00-12:15/James Bolin                                                         
(Cross-Listed with HIST 3000) 
This course will explore the legal history of “freedom of religion” in 
the United States from the colonial era to contemporary controversies 
over issues such as same-sex marriage and abortion.  Our focus will be 
on the First Amendment, including its origins and the development of 
the constitutional concepts of free exercise and non-establishment of 
religion. - Textual Analysis  
 

RELS 3000-009: The Birth of Islam  
MW 9:30-10:45/Robert McEachnie                                            
(Cross-Listed with HIST 3002) 
The growth of Islam from an obscure Arabian trader to control of a 
large empire happened in the course of a single century. How and why 
did the religion spread so far so quickly? Only by studying the period 
in a world context focused on traditionally ignored areas can we under-
stand the processes at work. The course examines the history of pre-
Islamic Arabia broadly including Ethiopia, Yemen, and Persia. The 
course traces the life of Muhammed and his successors through the 
foundation of the Umayyad Empire and the resulting new definitions of 
Muslims and Christians. - Historical Analysis  



RELS 3137-001: Religion in the African American 

Experience  
TR 11:00-12:15/Julia Robinson Moore                                             
(Cross-Listed with AFRS 3050     

& HIST 3000) 
Designed to introduce students to 

the evolution of black religious 

thought and culture in America 

from 1865 to the present. The reli-

gious traditions of Voodoo, San-

teria, Christianity, Islam and  the 

Nation of Islam are points of em-

phasis in the course. Issues of race, 

class, gender, identity, and violence will be points of discussion in light 

of black religious life.                                                                                            

- Cultural or Historical Analysis  
 

RELS 3150-001: African American Church and 

Civil Rights  
TR 2:00-3:15/Julia Robinson Moore                                                 
(Cross-Listed with AFRS 3150 & HIST 3000) 
Designed to introduce students to the historical beginnings of the local 

African American church within the Baptist and A.M.E denominations, 

this course investigates how African Americans forms of Christianity, as 

it was practiced in local black churches, shaped black political protest in 

the twentieth century. The activism of local black churches during the 

Modern Civil Rights Movement will be central points of investigation. 

African American Christian social constructions of sacrifice and ideas of 

the sacred will also constitute key foci throughout the progression of this 

class.                                                                                               

- Cultural or Historical Analysis  

 

RELS 4000-090: Queery Theory 
Monday 6:30-9:15/Kent Brintnall                                                      
(Cross-Listed with ENGL 4050, PHIL 4990 & WGST 4170) 
An examination of the ways the social order shapes our sense of gender 

and sexual identity, and imposes norms regarding gender behavior and 

sexual desire. This course will also think about how gender and sexuality 

inform our experience of subjectivity and the political costs that relate to 

conforming to or deviating from social norms. It will give close and care-

ful attention to works by central authors in the field—for example, Gayle 

Rubin, Michel Foucault, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, Judith Butler, and Lee 

Edelman—as well as more contemporary works that examine race, class, 

disability, and trans* identities.                                                                        

- Cultural or Textual Analysis  
 

 

RELS 4000-001: Dharma and Same-Sex Love in 
India                                                                                 
TR 9:30-10:45/Dan White                                                                        
Through classical and modern literature, film, and the words of others 
scholars this course will examine same sex relationships (male/male, 
female/female) in India and the pervasive notion 
of dharma in that cultural context.  From the epics 
through dharma literature, poetry, modern fiction 
and film, the course will ask the question of rela-
tionships between two people in terms of what it 
means to be Hindu and to love someone in a con-
text that is not always clear about what is dharma 
(right, proper, virtuous, etc.).  We shall also ex-
amine why the Victorian-era criminality of same-
sex relationships still exists in India.                                                                         
- Cultural or Textual Analysis  
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RELS 3000-010: History and Archaeology of    
Jerusalem  
MW 2:00-3:15/Simon Gibson                                                                       
(Cross-Listed with ANTH 3090 & HIST 3000)                                
This course will deal with the exploration of the urban development 
and cultural diversification of a city associated with the three main 
religions of the world: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Jerusalem 
traditionally saw the development of official Jewish worship at the 
Temple, Jesus’ crucifixion and burial, and Muhammad’s ascension at 
al-Aqsa. Selected topics will include nineteenth century research and 
modern archaeological work, as well as an appreciation of the overall 
architecture of the city, the key monuments, and its material culture. 
Pertinent historical textual sources and the results of up-to-date ar-
chaeological excavations in the city will also be addressed. The over-
all history and archaeology of Jerusalem will be examined beginning 
with introductory lectures on the following aspects: location, topogra-
phy, water sources, building materials. The history of archaeological 
work in the city will be provided from the outset, beginning with the 
exploration work of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, associated 
with figures such as Charles Wilson and Charles Warren. The key 
monuments of the city include the Temple Mount/Haram al-Sharif 
(the original location of the Jewish Temple and the place of important 
Muslim buildings including the Dome of the Rock) and the Church of 
the Holy Sepulcher. The goal of the course is to provide the student 
with an overall historical and archaeological view of one of the most 
exciting cities in the world. - Historical Analysis  
 

RELS 3104-001:Prophecy and Prophetic Litera-
ture in Ancient Israel  
Friday 11:00-1:45/John Reeves  
This course examines the phenomenon of prophecy in the religion of 
ancient Israel, with particular attention being devoted to the writings 
about and the books attributed to named ‘prophets’ in the Hebrew 
Bible.  Inasmuch as it can reliably be reconstructed, the development 
of Israelite prophecy will be studied from its earliest appearance in 
narrative sources (Deborah, Balaam, Samuel, anonymous seers) to the 
alleged cessation of prophecy during the Second Temple period.  
Questions to be investigated include the following: What is a prophet?  
What sorts of concerns tend to generate oracles by prophets and di-
viners?  Are there discernible social roles for the prophet in the socie-
ty of ancient Israel?  What distinguishes so-called prophetic literature 
from other genres of composition contained in the Bible or used in the 
ancient Near East?  How do oral and written modes of composition 
interplay in the prophetic corpus?  Who ‘authored’ the books attribut-
ed to prophets in the Hebrew Bible, and how did they go about this 
task?  Religio-historical antecedents and parallels to Israelite prophe-
cy (e.g., Mesopotamian divination, prophecy at Mari, Assyrian oracle 
collections) will also be studied in order to gain some insight into the 
cross-cultural religious and social status of the prophet and the nature 
of prophetic literature.  If time permits, the course will conclude with 
an examination of the alleged relationship between prophetic and 
apocalyptic literature. - Textual Analysis  
 

RELS 3116-001: Paul  
TR 12:30-1:45/James Tabor  
A quest for the historical Paul: What do we know about Paul and how 
do we know it? An analysis of the message and mission of Paul set in 
its Greco-Roman/Jewish contexts. We 
will carefully examine Paul’s seven authentic 
letters in an effort to get at Paul in his own time 
and on his own terms. Comparisons will be 
made with portraits of Paul in the book of Acts 
and other New Testament documents attributed 
to Paul. Finally, Paul’s enduring social and 
political influence on our culture will be ex-
plored—especially to what extent we might 
understand Paul as a “2nd Founder” of Christi-
anity.  - Historical or Textual Analysis  
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*** RELS 4000-002:                    

Contextualizing the              

Catholic Sex Abuse Crisis 
Thursday 3:30-6:15/Kent Brintnall 
(Cross-Listed with WGST 4050)  
This course will examine the Catholic 

sex abuse crisis using several different 

angles of vision in an effort to under-

stand its enormity and complexity. What do we notice, for example, 

when we look at the crisis in relation to a long history of American anti-

Catholicism? What do we notice about its gendered character when we 

question our assumptions about the gender (and age and sexuality) of 

abusers and victims? What do we notice about its American character 

when we consider responses in Ireland or Latin America? What do we 

notice about its Catholic character when we consider sex abuse in other 

religious contexts or secular institutions? What do we notice when we 

place it alongside moral panics about daycare abuse, child pornography, 

and the sexual vulnerability of children? What do institutional homopho-

bia in the Catholic Church, changing practices of seminary education, or 

the Church’s commitment to clerical celibacy reveal about the crisis?  

Throughout the course and in their final research paper, students will 

engage primary resources from the digital archive amassed at            

BishopAccountability.org.                                                                                           

- Cultural or Historical Analysis  

RELS 4000-003: Churches and Temples as           

Neuro-Performance Spaces                                                         
TR 12:30-1:45/Mark Pizzato                                                                         

(Cross-Listed with AAHP 3004, HONR 3700 & THEA 4001)                         

This course explores how the architecture, artworks,  and performances 

in religious spaces reflect specific traditions--and the inner theatre of the 

visitor's brain.                                                                                                       

- Cultural or Textual Analysis  

 

RELS 4600-001: Senior Seminar                               
Wednesday 3:30-6:15/William Sherman                                       
Senior Seminar is the capstone course for religious studies majors. As 

students (and teachers) of religion, we are often asked a series of famil-

iar and frustrating questions: What is it that you do in religious studies? 

What is “religion” and how does one identify a “religious” object, 

event, or practice? What is the difference between the training one re-

ceives in religious studies and the training offered in seminaries or di-

vinity schools? As upper-level students in the department of religious 

studies taking this capstone course, you may find that the answers to 

these questions are not always obvious. Through a critical evaluation of 

recently published books in the field of “religious studies,” we will map 

and articulate possible answers to the questions above.   

For more information visit 

www.religiousstudies.uncc.edu 

Liberal Studies Courses: Religious Studies faculty teach the following courses for the General Education Program: 

LBST 2101-Q08-Q11: Western History & 

Culture: What is Identity?                                                                 

MW 12:30-1:45/Sean McCloud 

Break out sessions @ 9:00, 10:00, 11:00 & 

1:00 

 

LBST 2101-335: Western Cultural and 

Historical Awareness  

TR 11:00-12:15/Eric Hoenes 

 

LBST 2101-336: Western History &      

Culture  

Tuesday 12:30-3:15/Celia Sinclair 

 

LBST 2101-337: Western History &      

Culture  

Tuesday 3:30-6:15/Celia Sinclair 

 

LBST 2101-338:  Western Cultural and 

Historical Awareness  

TR 3:30-4:45/Eric Hoenes 

 

LBST 2102-335: Global Connections 

MW 9:30-10:45/Dan White 

 

LBST 2102-336: Global Connections:  

Indigenous Lifeways 

MW 11:00-12:15/Tina Katsanos 

 

LBST 2102-337: Global Connections:  

Indigenous Lifeways 

MW 12:30-1:45/Tina Katsanos 

 

LBST 2102-338: Global Connections:           

Religious & Cultural Expressions in Asian 

Cinema 

MW 3:30-4:45/Ashley Bryan 

 

LBST 2102-339: Global Connections:  

Globalizing Asian Religions  

Online/Janna Shedd 

 

LBST 2102-UOL: Global Connections:  

Globalizing Asian Religions 

Online/Janna Shedd 

LBST 2102-340: Global Connections 

Wednesday 12:30-3:15/Celia Sinclair 

 

LBST 2102-341: Global Connections 

Wednesday 3:30-6:15/Celia Sinclair 

 

LBST 2102-342: Global Connections:            

The Middle East in the 21st Century  

TR 3:30-4:45/Kathryn Johnson 

 

LBST 2102-343: Global Connections:    

The Middle East in the 21st Century 

MW 12:30-1:45/Kathryn Johnson 

 

LBST 2212-335: Literature & Culture 

Wednesday 3:30-6:15/John Reeves 

 

LBST 2215-335: The Ecological Citizen 

TR 11:00-12:15/Tina Katsanos 

 

LBST 2215-336: The Ecological Citizen 

TR 12:30-1:45/Tina Katsanos  

Department Chair 

Joanne Robinson 
Joanne.Robinson@uncc.edu 

Director of                                    

Undergraduate Studies 

Dan White 
jdwhite@uncc.edu 

Director of Graduate Studies 

Sean McCloud 
spmcclou@uncc.edu 


